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Mel Tillis 


By Sybil Poore 


The best description of Mel Tillis is "the songwriter*s songwriter," He 
has probably written more songs than any other artist on the Nashville 
scene, He started singing professionally in 1956, His first success was 
“Tired” written in that frame of mind after spending all day in a straw- 
berry patch in his native Florida, Webb Pierce recorded more than 30 
of his songs and made a hit out of "Tired" for Mel. Burl Ives, Brenda 
Lee, Jimmy Dean, Johnny Ray, Teresa Brewer all have recorded his 
songs. Mel penned 350 songs that were recorded in the first six years of 
jy his career, Fifteen of his songs won BMI writing awards, 


| After his success as a songwriter, Mel recorded "Ruby Don't Take Your 
Love To Town,” It became a smash hit on both country and pop charts 
, and Mel was on his way to becoming a top recording artist, "Detroit 

( City" his biggest song was recorded by Bobby Bare, Dean Martin, Tom 
‘ Jones and by more than 100 acts (singers, groups or bands). Mel didn't 
; record "Detroit City” because it has a talking part in it and as Mel 

| puts it, "if I had tried to record it, I would still be in the studio," 





L A few other of the many hits he has written include “Burning Memories 
recorded by Ray Price and "All The Time" by Jack Greene, | 

; Those who have seen Mel Tillis perform with his band The Statesiders 
» know the stuttering is for real, This was caused by malaria which he 
‘had when he was 3 years old, He has turned what some people call a 
| speech defect into a comic asset, 
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Mel went to speech schools, but as he says, "In 1956 I got-tired of 
running, I decided to live with the stuttering, I now realize it is a 
blessing in disguise and makes me different than other people,” 


; fillis was born in Pahokee, Florida in 1932, He now lives on a farm in 
( Nashville in a 14-room *farm type* house with his wife Doris and their 
children, Pam, Connie, Cindy and Mel, Jr, All the children sing too, 


[1 once heard Ralph Emery interviewing Mel over the radio, He told about 

[ Mel, Jr. going to the Baptist Campgivund in North Carolina, where 

‘they were having a talent contest, his son entered and won with the 
isong"Ruby Don*t Take Your Love To Town." 






: Mel Tillis will bring his show to the Greenville Memorial Auditorium on 
‘Sunday, October 19 at 3 PM, Tickets are on sell now and going fast, 

| Everyone that has seen him perform will agree that he is the total per- 
‘former, You*ll hear him sing some of his hits that include "Old Faithful", 
"Something Special"--"Life Turned Her That Way"--"Who's Julie"-- 

|; "Commezcial Affecttion"--"Ain*t Never"--"Neon Rose"=--"Woman In The 

F Back Of My Mind” and many more, 


In May of 1962 on a Saturday night Mel Tillis-put on the opening show 
i for the Shoal Creek Country Music Park, located in Lavonia, Georgia, *** 


“Unless you find beauty and hap- 
piness in your home you will never 
find it in the mountains or along the 
seashore.” 


SRC Records 


Announces 


A New Release By; Backroad 


‘A Foo! In The Window’ 
b/w 
“Since | Found My Music” 


Dist, By Chart Records 
38 Music Square East 
Nashville, Tenn. 372038 





















SUBSCRIPTION 


Get your copy of Country Times mailed to 
your door each month, Each issue has art- 
icles and pictures of your favorite stars, 


plus contest and schedules of where the 
stars will be performing. — 


Don’t be left out. Read about your favor- 
ite singers. 12 big issues for only $3.95 


Country Times brings you the best, from 
the best in country, bluegrass and gospel. 


Send your order today to: 
Country Times 


P.O, Box 70II1 
Greenville, S.C. 29606 


ORDER TODAY! 





Country Times 
P.O, Box 701t 
Greenyilig, §..C. 


STATE 


Usited Ststes and Canada 


MEK 


Success is biting off more than 


you can chew — then chewing it. 
— American Salesman 


PLESSOSS HOSS : 
Dark thoughts: The passenger train sped through a tun- 
nel. When daylight again illuminated the car, the young 
man turned to his pretty companion. ‘‘Longer tunnel than — 
I expected. I should have kissed you.’’ 
“Mmmmmmmm!”’ said the girl, looking around. ‘You 
mean that wasn’t you?” — Railway Clerk 
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GEORGE JONES 
and THE JONES BOYS 


by sybil poore Lavonia, Georgia 

"I grew up singing--it*s all I ever wanted to do--if I had 
never made a dime at it I believe I would still be singing-- 
I love to sing." These are the words George Jones spoke as 


I talked to him after his performance at Shoal Creek, 


"He has signed the biggest contract ever signed by a country ¥§ 


music performer, guaranteeing a yearly salary and enabling 
him to take country music to places its never been before," 
said his manager, 


George is a good entertainer, fans enjoy his show and many 
male singers imitate him and wish they could sing as good 


as ole George, He was born in Saratoga, Texas on September} 


=J2- 1931. 
children, 


George Jones is his real name and he has four 
Susan, Jeffery, Bryan and Georgette, 


He sang in local clubs and taverns before going professional § 


in 1954, Merle Haggard is his favorite male artist, “As for 
favorite female singers it would be a toss-up between 
Connie Smith and Tammy Wynette,”™ George said, “Holding 
Things Together” by Merle is his favorite record, 


Fans of Tammy and George will be glad to know they plan 
to keep on recording songs together, 


When you visit Nashville you will be able to see George 
on Monday and Tuesday at his Possum Holler Nightclub, on 
famous Printers Alley, singing songs, 


As for the future George says, "The skies the limit and I 
would like to thank my fans for playing my records and for 
just being good friends," 


William Emerson appeared at Shoal Creek with the George 
Jones Show. He was born in Bull Mountain, Alabama on May 
4, 1938, Songwriter Jody Emerson is his wife. They have 
lived in Nashville for three years and have three children, 
He uses the stage name of “Wild Bill Emerson” and brought 
down the house with laughter when he sang his release of 
"Have You Seen My Chicken,” wrote by Jody Emerson and 


Earl Montgomery. Wild Bill really performs for the audienceg 


He wrote the song “Harland County Kentucky,” *** 


Be HH So HF 


Getting a husband or a wife is like buying an old house. You don’t see 
it the way it is but the way you think it’s going to be when you get it 
_— Beulah Collins. 


remodeled. 


seeaesassestasseisssssstesgssseeies, 


About the only thing movies leave to the imagination s dnntlie is the 
plot. — Tom Collins 








Country Times To Expand 





COUNTRY TIMES will be going into other areas and covering 
more shows and keeping its readers up with the latest of 
regional and national news, At present we primarily cover 
North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, In the next 
several issues we will be going into Alabama, Florida and 
Tennessee, We will also be enlarging our Gospel section of 
the paper and offering more news about Gospel events and 
groups, 

















Our subscription price and sale price will be increased 
effective with our January issue, We have tried to hold the 
price down and have done so as long as we possibly can, but 
with the increased cost of newsprint and our expanding we 
are being forced to increase the price, Subscriptions will 
be $5.00 per year and the individual sale price will be fifty 
cents, 















Our advertising prices will be increased with the January 
issue also, This is due to our increased circulation and ex- 
pansion, We will be able to offer our advertisecs a larger 
number of readers and service area, 











All of this is part of our continuing efforts to better serve 
our readers and advertisers, We welcome your comments, 
suggestions and opinions, All subscriptions received at the 
present rate will be accepted and honored until their ex-— 
piration, Thank you for your support of COUNTRY TIMES 
and we hope you continue to support us and enable us to 
continue to expand, 

















CONTEST 
WIN $10.00 







In the block of letters below, there are a 
number of stars names, These names are 
NOT all running in the same direction, 






First correct list WINS $10.00 






ALL ENTRIES SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO: 










Country Times. 
Contest 

P.O, Box TOLI 
Greenville, &,.C. 29606 










The contest winner for 
Sept. was; Gail Whit- 
worth, of Lavonia, Ga, 
The Names were; 















































GLENCAMPBELLA 
UEv’0 LFPACKE DM 1, Mel Street 
VMNMAC DAUISSE 2.Gene Watson 
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RNIRNGISJPIEL 8, T.G. Sheppard 
IDXELVISORCRI 9, Sonny James 
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EXT BUGKOOENS 12, Roy Head 






Billy Larkin 





Parade Of Stars, Inc. Needs 
Major Artists & Supporting 


Acts 


To work 40 package shows during 1976. Write 
for an appointment during convention week 
October 13-19, 1975, All replies strictly 
confidential--Write, P.O, Box 12708, Nash- 
ville, Tenn, 37212, 
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From Music City USA. - 


by Howard A, Knight, Jr. 


Well this is the big month here in Nashville, This is “Country 
Music Month" as proclaimed by the President of the United 
States, It is also celebrated in some other countries around 
the world, This is the birthday month for the WSM Grand Ole 


Opry, The Gospel Music Association*’s Convention and Awards, 


The Country Music Associations Awards and the National 
Country Music DJ Convention, This is the “biggie” for 
Country Music in Nashville, There*1l be wining and dining, 
a lot of good times, spectacular shows, parties and almost 
anything you could imagine. Most of the traveling shows 
and stars take a week or two off so as to take part in all the 
festivities here this month, Most of the staff of COUNTRY 
TIMES will be right here in the midst of it and we'll report 
it all to you in the November issue. 


A great new package show has been put together and will 
start playing dates in February, It*s the TAMMY WYNETTE 
STATLER BROTHERS SHOW and is booked by the Lavender- 
Blake Agency of Nashville, Yours truly has already taken 
about 20 dates to promote in the southeast, This should be 
a great combination of talent, 


"“Backroad", a group from Winston-Salem, N.C, that we 
mentioned several months back has a few things happening 

f for them in Nashville. Several folks liked the disc I played 

i for them and as a result.,.BACKROAD'®s record on SRC Re- 
cords is now being distributed by CHART RECORDS,,.Back- 

f road is now being booked by Mr. Howard Forrester at ACUFF- 

! ROSE ARTISTS CORP.This is a very talented group and once 

s again, good luck Backroad, 


i Heard from SHIRLEY SANS, she sings at the Skyline Club 

j in West Columbia, S.C., and she is looking for material 

, for her up coming session, She*s a real talented gal and I 
know she*ll make it good. She's got a lot of friends in her 
corner, Helped her select some material and am looking 

} forward to hearing her completed session, I know someone 

} here in Nashville will probably grab it up and and put it 

7 out for her, 


Well, NARVEL FELTS, the greatest, has another HIT headed 
; up the charts,.."Funny How Time Slips Away" on ABC/DOT 
Records, He played in Spartanburg, S.C. this past month, 

7 hope you caught the show, If you didn*t you really missed 

a treat, 


SUNDAY SHARPE has a great new single out entitled “Fancy 
7 Satin Pillows" on the United Artist label, This gal is dyn- 
amite on stage and will be a “Super,"ROY DRUSKY has a 
new one out entitled “Sunrise” for Capitol, TAMMY WY- 
sNETTE has a new one," I STILL BELIEVE IN FAIRY TALES" 
for Enic Records, CHARLIE RICH has “All Over Me” out on 
Epic Records, LINDA NAIL, a newcomer, has a good tune 
out for Paragon Records entitled “Stop In Nevada," DORSEY 


BURNETTE has "Lyin In Her Arms" on Melodyland and Melody 


land has just bought the masters on a record from Freetone 
Records of Memphis on none other than Joey Martin. Joey 

is well known in the Augusta, Ga. and Columbia, S.C. 
areas, as he*s played these quite a bit and lives in the area, 
John Fisher is tickled to death with this record, He played 
it for me twice the other day while I was in his office, 
“TOMMY JENNINGS has hit the charts with his Paragon re- 


lease "Make It Easy On Yourself." Glad to see Tommy break-§ 


ing through, He*s a wonderful person and is dedicated to the 
industry. Also Chart Records has charted with Red Sovine 
and "Daddy*s Girl," Those dynamic STATLERS have a super 
hit with “I*1l1 Go To My Grave Loving You" for Mercury Re- 
cords, Also the one and only MEL STREET has a great one 
"Even If I Have To Steal" for GRT Records, T,.G, Sheppard 
and his latest “Another Woman" is steadily climbing for 
Melodyland, 


GLEN CAMPBELL will host the Ninth Annual Country Music 
Association Awards to be televised from Nashville October 
13, 1975, Don*t you dare miss it, 


B,F, SNOW, Jr. of Clinton, S,C,. has been listening to new 
material for his upcoming session in Nashville, It will be 
produced by ROY DRUSKY and Col, DAVE MATHES and from 
what I know about B,F. and these producers...it*s bound to 
be a big hit. Am looking forward to hearing the finished 
product, Have heard a lot about this fine entertainer who 
has big plans in store for him? 


LONZO and OSCAR have a hit album on their hands entitled 
"Traces Of Life." This one is of their recent hit singles 
written by Paul Huffman and Joane Keller for GRC Records 
of Atlanta. This is a great team and they really put on a 
show on stage, Catch their act if it plays near you or catch 
them at LONZO and OSCAR RANCH HOUSE RESTAURANT 
in Nashville, 


THE STATLER BROTHERS have been signed for a guest appear- 
ance on “Pop Goes The Country” syndicated TV series, The 
Statlers recorded the theme song for the show when it went 
on the air two years ago, TOMPALL, WAYLON JENNINGs and 
JESSI COLTER just finished taping an appearance that will 

be aired this fall. It was the first time for any of the three 
to appear on the show. The shows host, Mr, Ralph Emery has 
just signed with Top Billing for bookings as a master of cere- 
monies and banquet speaker, 7 


Several record companies have closed their offices in Nash- 
ville such as; Avco Records has gone back to New York City 
and GRC Country has gone back to Atlanta, Hate to see that 
happen but sometimes due to finances we have to cut back 
Our operations, 


Glad to see the AFM Local 257 here going to get tough and 


crack down on some of the illegal sessions that have been 


produced here, One thing about it as a result though...the 
fellow who doesn*t have 3 grand to spend on a session will 

be going to Memphis, Atlanta, Charlotte, Birmingham or © 
just cutting a session in his hometown, It*s good to be legit- 
imate for those that want a first class, hit potential session. 
BUT the person that just wants a good Nashville session and 
some records to sell back home or give to his friends is going 
to be thrown to the wolves, No matter what you do to enforce 
rules and regulations, there are those who will break them 

or just not do a Union session and most likely “rip off" the 
“flat land tourister" that has come to Nashville to make it 
big. The AFM and the Better Business Bureau need to work 
closer together to “clean up" things a bit around here, I*ve 
heard stories that will turn your stomach about how people 
have been “taken,” It gives the whole industry a bad name, 


LEON EVERETTE has been booked on some package shows 

with the Statler Brothers and Tammy Wynette, Also with T, 
G, Sheppard, Mel Street and others, Glad to see this dyna- 
mite entertainer getting some good breaks, He really deser- 
ves them, He*s one you*ll have to see to appreciate, Be on 
the look out for his appearances in your area and be sure to 
request his latest release “You Said It All Before," Call 
your favorite DJ and get him to spin the record for you. Leon 
will appreciate it I*m sure and you*ll enjoy it too, 


Heard that TERRY ROGERS from Edgefield, S.C. was coming 
to town to do a session, Good luck with it Terry and if we 
can help you place it with a label, let us hear from you, 
Terry is one good entertainer, I*ve seen him perform before 
and he is GOOD, He'’s. playing the Augusta, Ga. area at 
present, I understand, He was out west most of last year and 
part of this year. Thag*s a good circuit to play. 


Heard STELLA PARTON has a new single out to follow up her 
big hit "I Want To Hold You In My Dreams Tonight." Won- 
der if it*ll make it as big or bigger than the above? Its dis- 
tributed by International Record Distributors Associates 
(IRDA) who also has taken over 100 records to distribute at 
$1,250.00 each, What ever happened to these records boys???@ 
We haven*t seen them chart, Stella is a great talent and is : 
deserving of a break and has cut good sessions, but some of 
the other stuff you have over there is just as good, Let*s see 
some of the other IRDA records in the charts and some other 
talent getting a break, How about it??? | 


Looks like the distribution business is. lucrative too. IRDA 
has cleaned up along with Nationwide Sound Distributors and 
now there*s several others, one of which is Professional Re- 
cord Distributors International, I talked with Dee Mullins 
over there the other day and his pitch and break-down is 
identical to IRDA except he wants $1,500.00 to distribute a 
record whereas IRDA only charges $1,250.00. The town is 
full of “distributors" and promotion people. Some of them 
are on the level and some are not, They live off the unsuspect 
ing newcomers and take their money and don't do anything 
for them that amounts to a hill of beans, I*m not saying the 
companies I*ve mentioned are on the up and up or are not on 
the up and up. That is for you to decide, There*s all kinds 
of deals made in this business, so be sure you get a good one,| 


Guess I*11 hang it up for this month, but you keep those cards 
letters, questions, records and all that other stuff coming, 
We*ll continue to do all we can at this end to help you out, 
Best of luck to all of you out there and I*m looking forward 
to hearing from you. We'll really have a jam-packed issue 
of the paper next month to let you know what transpired here 
juring COUNTRY MUSIC MONTH and you keep it country, *** 


This is an old one, but still good. ‘Two 
cars were entered in an automobile 
race in Moscow, an American Ford 


and a Russian Moskvich. The Ford 


won easily. Without telling that there 
were only two cars in the race, Pravda 


reported; “The Soviet Moskvich 
placed second while the American 
Ford came in next to last. 
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Auditorium Schedule 
- For 


Greenville Memorial Auditorium 


17 & 18 Square Dance Festival 
19--Mel Tillis--3PM 


Carolina Coliseum--Columbia, S.C, 


l--Lotte Gosslor*s (Free) 
12--James Brown Concert 
17--Doobie Brothers 

28--Gene Kelly Salute To Broadway 
30--Bachman Turner Overdrive . 


Myrtle Beach Convention Center 


3 & 4--Sonnyland Retreat Square and Round 
Dance Festival 
8--Give EM*® Hell Harry, Ed Nelson (The doctor 
on Peyton Place) 
9-10-11-12--Fellowship By The Sea, 





WAHABI TEMPLE TO SPONSOR TRIBUTE TO JERRY CLOWER j Charleston Municipal Auditorium 
$3 13--Linda Ronstadt 
@ Officials of the Wahabi Temple announced this week that they will spon- 14--Roberta Petters 
fsor a statewide salute to Grand Ole Opry Star Jerry Clower, of Yazoo ; 27--James Taylor Concert 
¥ City, to benefit the Shriners Crippled Children*s Hospitals, The enter- 4 30--Gene Kelly Salute to Broadway 
H tainment tribute is scheduled for the Mississippi Coliseum on Saturday, , , 
i November 15, 1975, Omni 


3 


The Shriners also plan a big parade down Capitol Street earlier that day. 
4 Shown with Clower and Wahabi officials at the announcement is Lisa 
g Rogers; of Jackson, one of the children the Shriners hope to help with 


3 proceeds from the benefit, 


5@--Allman Brothers 
12--Doobie Brothers 
19--Rod Stewart 


Asheville Civic Center 


= 


Pictured, left to right, are Wahabi Clown Billy Cox, of Jackson, Orient- 
#al Guide Dewey Hambrick, Lisa and Clower, Recorder A,D, Montgomery 
and Ed Drummond, Chief Rabban of the Wahabi Temple, *** 


4--Jerry Lee Lewis 

ll--The Kingsmen 

15--Doobie Brothers 

17--Frankie Vallie and The 4 Seasons 
18--Jesus Christ Superstar 
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GREGORY’S AMBULANCE SERVICE 
617 N. Main Street 


GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29601 


Phone 235-4441 


MIKE GREGORY--OWNER 


Thanks to our fans 
and our DJ friends 


ta SPO i i i et 


WE APPRECIATE YOU 


FOUNDED BY JACK R. GREBORY 1951 


Leon Everette 





GREENVILLE’S OLDEST PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
Donna Douglas 


'B. F? Snow, Jr. 
PROFESSIONAL 


CONVALESCENT 


SERVICE WITHIN 


Jane Drako 
200 MILE peta 


HOWARD A, KNIGHT,JR, 
PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 


Shirley Sans 
Marty Dee 


eatnrrey rTnyere 


} highlighted by apple butter making, mountain 


Bluegrass Notes 





by Kenneth W. Smith 


If you have never been to the Western North 
Carolina Bluegrass Festival, held in Spruce 

Pine at Kent Wiseman Memorial Park, you 
should make plans now to attend next year. We 
went up for the entire event, held August 21-24, 
1975, As usual, we checked in at the Oakwood 
Motel and Cottages near downtown Spruce Pine, 
This is a good place to stay, not far from the 
festival, and you can be close to the stars 

since they tend to make this their headquarters. 


Thursday, August 21, was a good opening day 


quilting, craft displays, and stage performances 
by Leather Britches, Greener Grass, The High 
County Ramblers, The Blueridge Partners, and 
the legendary Clyde Moody. 


We had a pleasant talk with Clyde Moody and 
his lovely wife, Lee, at this festival. He is 
preparing to embark on an extended tour for 
2 months with Tommy Scott, Be sure and watch 
for :his new record album soon to be released 
on the Old Homestead label, | 


Most of the Thursday group stayed over for Fri- 
day and were joined by The Southern Express; 
the great Don Reno, Bill Harrell, and The 
Tennessee Cut-ups; Ralph Stanley and The 
Clinch Mountain Boys; The Osborne Brothers; 
and Charlie Moore, It was a pleasure to see 
Bill Napier show up from Detroit to join Char- 
lie during this festival, This is the first time 
we have sean them work together in 10 years. 
Bill tells me that he and Charlie are planning 
to renew their old ties and begin touring and 
recording together after all these years, Bill 
Napier is widely known for his flat-top guitar 
picking style, Don*t miss a chance to see Bill 
and Charlie at work whenever you can, 


- The crowd was pleased on Saturday, August 23, 


when the Lewis Family arrived and, as usual, 
they really brought the house down with some 

of the best entertainment you will find you 

will find in the Bluegrass-Gospel field anywhere, 


Betty Fisher, The Sugar Loaf Ramblers, and 
Blue Denim also came on strong for their first 
day at the festival on Saturday. 


Dr, Ed McGaha and I took a break and went 
down to meet Mac Wiseman at the Asheville 


Airport, since he too was on the roster for 


Saturday. Mac is doing much better physically 
now after losing all that weight and is really 
in demand for performances all over the world, 
We took advantage of an opportunity to chat 
with this man of great experience in Country 
and Bluegrass music from the standpoint of an 
entertainer, a promoter, a record producer, a 
song writer, and an all around good public re- 
lations man for the country music industry 
(Mac was one of the original founders of the 
Country Music Association), Once we got Mac 
to the festival grounds, we saw him put on a 
superb show with a voice as strong and clear 
as ever. Later, we again watched this crowd 
pleaser wow *em all with a big closing show 
and grand finale at midnight, 


Sunday, August 24, began with some good quar- 
tet singing by George*s Quartet and Trailway'’s 


entertainment, 


Roy Martin and Alton Walters made surprise appearances on the scene for 
this day. Many of you already know these men as the co-promoters of the 
big Georgia State Bluegrass Festival held every July in Lavonia at Shoal 
Creek Park, This year, a second festival will be held in October and 
will be known as the Georgia Indian Summer Bluegrass Festival and Fidd- 
ler*s Convention (see Upcoming Events), 

We hated to leave this festival and our many friends there, Farmer Jay 
and Mama Leila Lovelace had kept us filled the entire time with special 
goodies like beef stew, home cured country ham, chicken and dumplings, 
biscuits and gravy, and Leila*s own recipe of white beans cooked with 
pintos, I*m not so sure we can wait a full year to go back up for a visit, 
The mountain air and the magnetism of the place in general may lure us 
to Spruce Pine, North Carolina long before the next W.N,C, Bluegrass 
Festival, 





By Kenneth W, Smith 


Red Rector, for over 30 years, has been a foremost figure in the Bluegrass} 
and Country Music field due largely to his innovative work on the man- 
dolin, Red was born on December 15, 1929 in Marshall, N.C, to a mus- 
ical family, By 1946, he was working with Johnny Wright and Jack An- 
glin*s Tennessee Hillbilly*s in Raleigh, N.C. where he stayed for about 

a year, He then joined Charlie Monroe and The Kentucky Partners at 
WNOX in Knoxville and went on to be with Charlie on some of his most 
important recording sessions, 


In mid 1948, Red joined his friend Fred Smith to work as a duet with Carl 
Story and The Rambling Mountaineers where he remained for 7 years, 
They did a lot of recording and traveling in those days as well as doing 
radio shows at WNOX in Knoxville and over WAYS in Charlotte, 


After leaving Carl Story in 1955, Red Rector teamed up with, as a duet. 
once more with Fred Smith, They still do a five day a week TV show. 
known as the “Farm and Home Hour" out of Knoxville. Red also is teach- 
ing mandolin this fall on Wednesday nights at "Pick and Grin" music 
store in Knoxville, He also will teach mandolin at the University of 
Tennessee this year, My friend, Dr, Ed McGaha has always said that Red 
Sia him of a college professor and now, at last, this image is coming 
to be, 3 


Over the past few years, Red has worked bluegrass festivals as a solo act 
demonstrating his versatility on the mandolin as a teacher and during 
stage performances, Next February 25 (1976), he will begin an extensive 
European tour with Bill Clifton covering Switzerland, West Germany, 
Holland, England, and Scotland, . 


You can see Bed in action soon during the Indian Summer Bluegrass Fes-= 
tival at Shoal Creek Park, Lavonia, Georgia in October when he teams 

up with the great Joe Stuart and Jim Brock for some of the best bluegrass 
music you have ever heard, When you see Red at Lavonia, be sure and 
ask for his record album on the Country label that he did with Fred Smith 
in 1969 and his solo album which he made for Old Homestead Records a 
couple of years ago. You might also talk him out of the smooth flowing 
album he recently did on Country Records with Bill Clifton, Watch out in 


Quartet, It was a great treat to have The Lewis the near future for a new LP featuring Red Rector again on the mandolin 
Family, Mac Wiseman, Reno-Harrell and others { 4nd as a vocalist, This one is already in the can for Country Records, 


stay over for this last, pleasant day of fun and 
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“Snuffy” Jenkins 


{Slae Grass Kestival 





Friday & Saturday, Oct. 10-11, 1975 | 
Friday — 6:00 P.M. — 12:00 Midnight 
Saturday — 12:00 Noon — 12:00 Midnight 
| | at the. 
Big 7 County Fair Greands 
Harris, Note © 


12 Miles South of Rutherfordton, N. C. 
~ 22 Miles North of Spartanburg, S. C. 


Off US.221 


FEATURING: 
Dewitt “‘Snuffy’’ Jenkins and Homer “‘Pappy’’ Sherill 


Don Reno — Bil! Harrell The Greener Grass 
and the Tennessee Cutups Mac Wiseman 


and many others 
Bring lawn chairs 
FREE CAMPSITES AVAILABLE 


In case of rain-4000 seat auditorium available 


$5.00 — Friday $6.00 — Saturday 
$10.00 — For Both Days 


For Information Call (704) 245-953 | 
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JOE STUART 


jf Joe Stuart was born on February 7, 1928 in Knox- 
7 Ville, Tennessee, His family was not particu- 

h larly musically inclined, but his mother, at 

j one time, did play an old mountain style banjo. 
4 Joe started playing guitar professionally at six 
years , and at this age, he worked for square 
dances and other local community gatherings, 
Later, as a ybung man, he worked with Archie 
Campbell over Knoxville radio on a program 
known as the "Mid-day Merry-go-round," 


After this, he worked with The Sauceman Bro- 

| thers, The Brewster Brothers, and various other 
groups for several years, Joe had his own band 
in the late 40*s known as the Old-Timers, They 
played around Mississippi, Alabama, and the 
Knexville area, ‘ 
He first cane to Nashville in 1953 to Lester 
Flatt and Earl Scruggs as a member of the fa- 
mous Foggy Mountain Boys, He played bass for 
this group for several years, 


In 1955, he filled in with Bill Monroe*s group 
one night as a mandolin player. Bill was im- 
pressed with Joe and immediately hired him full 
time,not to work on the mandolin but to be the 
banjo player. This association was to last for 
16 years, During this time, Joe Stuart traveled 
with Bill Monroe and his famous Bluegrass Boys 
all over the world, You can hear him on many 
of Bill*s best recordings, 


After leaving Monroe, Joe joined the Sullivan 
Family from St, Stephens, Alabama in 1978 as 
a fiddler, He stayed with this well known blue- 
grass gospel group for two years and traveled 
widely working a lot of Bluegrass festivals all 
over the country. 


Recently, Joe has worked primarily as a solo 
perfprmer doing emcee work and stage shows, 
teaming up with various acts, He has, however, 
-done some bookings with his old friends Red 
Rector, Rual Yarbrough, and Johnny Montgomery, 
known collectively as the Dixiemen,. Joe Stuart 
will be spearheading the big Indian Summer 
Festival in October at Lavonia, When you talk 
to him be sure and ask for a copy of his new. 
album just released on the API label "Sittin* 
On Top Of The World," When you listen to this 
album, you will find a great fiddle tune written 
by Joe Stuart known as “Sleepy Eyed Joe." I am 
proud to be one of Joe Stuart*s friends, He is 

a great entertainer, *** 
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This And That 


Little Roy Lewis won the Muleskinner News Entertainer of the Year award, 
This surprise announcement was made at the recent Kerrville, Texas 
festival, Talent agent, Don Light, flew down from Nashville for this 
special event, : 


The Lewis Family will be in Nashville, Tennessee on September 23-24 to 
record material for an upcoming album on Canaan Records, 


Pop Lewis was sevent y years old, Wish this prince among men a happy 
birthday by sending a card to him at Rt, 1, Lincolnton, Georgia, 


Be sure and go to Mr, T*s Steak House and Lounge on 28 By-Pass in Ander 
son, South Carolina any Wednesday night and hear some good live blue- 
grass music featuring Al Osteen on the five string banjo. 


Lester Flatt recently recorded an LP for Flying Fish Records, out of 
Chicago, 


We recently dropped by the dynamic Rick Driver*s Night Time radio show 
over WFBC-AM to talk about bluegrass and country music, Tune in Rick®s 
fine show every evening for good country and bluegrass music, Make a 
special effort to listen during the month of October and you will hear 
the great Joel Price reminisce about his long career and he will probably 
talk at length about some of the current trends in the bluegrass music 
field, *** . 


Upcoming Bluegrass Events 


OCTOBER 1975 


Lawtey, Fla,-Florida State Bluegrass Music Convention, 

Angier, N.C. -Bluegrass Festival 

King*s Mountain, N.C.-Sugar Loaf Ramblers, Cross 

Roads Music Park 

Jacksonville, N.C.-Lewis Family Concert, 

Harris, N.C,-"Snuffy Jenkins Bluegrass Festival 

Nashville, Tn.,-Early “ird Bluegrass Festival, Opry House 

Steele, Alabama-Horse Pen*s +0 Bluegrass Festival 

Lavonia, Ga.-Shoal Creek Country Music Park-The Ga, 
Indian Summer Bluegrass Festival and Fiddler*s Convention, This unques- 
tionably is the festival to attend in October, Things will get under way 
on Friday with such great acts as Mac Wiseman, Jim and Jesse, James 
Monroe, and others, The Lewis Family will be among the highlights on 
Saturday along with the Hoyles, The Bluegrass Tarheels, Betty Fisher, 
The Blueridge Gentlemen, Red Rector, Rual Yarbrough, and others, Reno 
and Harrell will join the line up on Sunday to round out a three day 
week end of fun and entertainment, Joe Stuart will emcee the entire 
festival and Jim Brock will be there with his fiddle to join him during 
stage performances, There will be a total prize money of $500.00 award=} 
ed for bluegrass and old time music bands, individual instrument prizes 
and for the clogging contest, The fiddling contest eliminations will be 
held on Friday with Finals on Saturday. Winners will be featured on the 
Myrtle Beach Festival in November and no entry fee will be required ex~ 
cept your admission ticket, For im formation on tickets and entering 
contest, write Roy Martin, 105 Lakeview Drive, Chester, South Carolina | 
Or contact Shoal Creek Country Music Park, Lavonia, Georgia, Telsphone 
(404) 356-3141, *** 


THE MUSICAL HISTORY OF 


DON RENO 


HISHFE.-... 
HIS SONGS 


DON RENO 
SONGBOOK 


A Pictorial and Graphic History 
of the Great American Country and 
Western Troubadour 


Over 100 of your favorite songs with chord illustrations, 
recorded by Don Reno, Red Smiley, Bill Harrell &@ The Tenn. 
Cut Ups. Included are dates they were recorded, dates the 
songs were written and the record company recorded on. 


A life story of Don Reno’s musical history from age 5 until 
the present. Pictures galore of his friends and family. 


Over a year has gone into the preparation of this book. Now it can be 
yours for only $5.95 plus 55 cents for postage and handling. 


To order send $6.50 cash, check or money order to: 
Don Reno/P.O. Box 474/ Riverdale, Maryland 20840. 
Overseas orders send $7.50. 


Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. 


For bookings for Don Reno-Bill Harrell and The Tennessee Cut Ups: 
Contact Don Reno (301) 779-8675 
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Leon Everette 
By Jim Wilson Athens, Georgia 


There are singers who are good and there are 


} performers who are good, but when you com- 
f bine the two, you have an entertainer, Leon 


Everette is an entertainer in every sense of the 


s word, When he steps on stage and starts singing= 
f performing-entertaining, the audience is his 
jf and they remain in his spell until he leaves 


the stage. 


A Leon was born in Aiken, South Carolina, but 


re | 


Sg crae =a 
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spent most of his childhood in Queens, New 


» York, After serving in the Navy he returned 


to his native South Carolina and settled down, 
He won several talent contest while in the Navy 
and after organizing his own group in S.C, 


He has appeared in clubs, lounges and auditor- 
iums all over the southeast, On Sept, 19 & 20 


m he made his fifth appearance at the J&J Center 
» in Athens, Georgia. So you see, he knows how 


ik SRR! 





to draw a good audience and please them, 





"Steel Guitar Rag" b/w "Green Green Grass Of 


Home" 


Watch for our next one 


"Peg Of *"y Heart" b/w “Vicious Circle" 


(NRS670) 


Produced by: Col Dave Mathes 


Dist, By: 
International Promotions, Ltd, 
28 Music Square East 


Nashville, Tenn, 37203 RECORDS & TAPES 


P.O. BOX 653 — NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE 37202 


(615) 834-5600 





Leon is a very friendly person and loves to make people happy. He is de- 
dicated to the business of entertaining people. He has had several records 
such as “Shady Road","“No Place For You","Bricks and Mortar" and his 
latest "You Said It All Before" and "I*m Just A Country Boy," 

Leons hobbies are horseback riding, farming and motorcycle riding. He 
doesn*t have much time for these with his busy schedule, but he enjoys 
them when time permits, 

Leon Everette will be on hand at the DJ convention to help welcome all 
the disc jockeys and other country music lovers, This 25 year old man 


has dark brown hair and stands 5°7", This is a future star of the country 
music field, 


Eleven original songs with 
captivating, thought pro- 
voking dialoque. Storybook 
record album lets you read 
along with the narrator, in- 
teresting facts about our 
own American History, told 


© THE HISTORY OF THE 
in story and Song. ; AMERICAN REVOLUTION 


by Dallas Corey 





A timely and unique offer- a usties oc cae 
a good Christmas pre- 


ing for children and adults. sent, Order today. Make ) 


checks payable to; 
Country Times 

P.O] -BoxeToit 
Greenville, S.C, 29606 





Thanks DJ’s — Wago Records 


Announces 


from the Italian Hillbillies L eon Everette 9 S 


New Release 


‘You Said It All Before’ 


WRITTEN BY: MIKE BULLMAN 
PUBLISHED BY: HOUSE OF DAVID 


Don & Tony Sgro 


For playing our recod 


b/w 


‘I’m Just A Country Boy’ 


WRITTEN BY: BROOKS/BARER 
PUBLISHED BY: FOLKWAYS MUSIC 





Dist, By Chart Records 
38 Music Square East 
Nashville, Tenn, 37203 


A 
Smash Hit 


PRODUCED BY: 
HOWARD A, KNIGHT, JR, 
AND 

COL. DAVE MATHES 





BOOKINGS BY: 

ACUFF-ROSE ARTISTS CORP, 
2510 FRANKLIN ROAD 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSE 
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Gospel Corner 


By Bill Ward--WGGS-TV--Greenville, S.C. 


The year of 1976, I believe will prove to be 
the biggest year ever for gospel music. Of 
course, you*re hearing everyone talking about 
inflation hurting the crowds, and groups are 
complaining now about bookings getting harder 
to get, but just wait a few months and you®l1l 
see a big upswing in gospel music, The promo- 
ters are coming up with good ideas for attract- 
ing crowds, Just one for instance, How about 
Jerry Clower and the Happy Goodman Family 
together? Now that*s some evening of enter- 
tainment, The greatest comedian (in my opin- 
ion) to come along, Jerry Clower will be taem- 
ing up with one of the most loved gospel fam- 
ily groups, the folks from Madisonville, Ken-= 
tucky, The Happy Goodmans, They are going 
to call the show “The God and Country Spec-. 
tacviar” and it will be a special bi-centennial 
presentation 2) Top Billing, Inc, of Nashville, 


Also, how abour: Jerry and the Singing Goffs 
being invited to sing at the 1976 World Olym- 
pics? Jerry Goff was quoted as saying, “All the 
Goff*s are super excited about the privilage to 
sing at this world event and to present gospel. 
music to representatives and dignitaries from > 
almost every country in the world, To my know- 
ledge this is the first time that gospel music | 
has ever been performed at an Olympic affair. 
We are honored to represent the United States 
and our field of music at such a great event, — 
and to sing the message of true peace through 
Christ to many whose countrias have never 
known real peace, * 


While we*fre on the subject of world wide attracté¢ 


ions and peace, let*s talk about Mr. Wayne 
Hilliard, manager and vocalist with the gospel 
group known as ‘Hizher Ground, In my opinion 
Wayne has already been a super talent and it 
didn’t really shock me that some records pro- 
ducers from Atlanta, Georgia chose him to re- 
cord a single for the United Nations, The song 
is entitled “World Peace” and will be used by 
the United Nations and could possibly become 
the international anthem for unification of | 
peace, So be on the look out for this single, 
which was co-written by Buck Blalock, who is 
a producer and songwriter from Atlanta, Ga, 


| I*d just like to say that I*m proud to be associ- 
ated with gospel music, It has been a great 


privilege of mine to be in this fine business all } 


my life, The thing so good about gospel music 

. is that there is power and real meaning behind 
every song, You can find yourself with gospel 
music because there*s a song that relates to 
practically every situation or experience you 
have or ever will go through, 
can be made glad; if you*re happy, you can be 
made happier; if you*re disappointed, you can 
be lifted out of it. You can find guidance, you 
can find real peace, 
ment and real strength in a gospel song. Why 
are all these things so true about gospel music? 
Because the whole meaning, the whole reason 
is to tell about, and to praise a man.,..not 
just any man,..,one man...JESUS, He*s where 
it*s at, Get into gospel music and it will get 
into you, *** 


For Gospel Bookings 
Contact: 


Bill Ward, Rt. 5, Darby Road, Greenville, South 
Carolina 29609, Or you may call Bill; Day 1 
(8038) 242-1616, or Night 1 (8038) 884-4073, For 
the best in gospel music, 











If you®re sad, you } 


you can find joy, content= § 


TE oe 


Fair warning: On a church bulletin board appeared this 


PES, ‘‘What if God released His tapes on you?”’ 
— Baptist Beacon 


TEN THCUSANOD YEARS 


soon I’il come to the end of my 
journey, and I'll meet the one who 
gave His life for me— 


+ will thank Him for the love that 
He gave me, and Ten Thousand Years or’ 
more I'll reign with Him. 


We will just begin to sing love's sweet 
story, It's a song that the angels can- 
not sing— 


I'm redeemed by the blood of the Savior 
And Ten Thousand Years or more I'll praise 
His name. 3 | 


Chorus: 


Ten Thousand Years, we'll just be 
started—Ten Thousand Years, we’ ve just 
begun; 


The battle’s over, and the vic’try’s been 
won—tTen Thousand Years, and we’ ve just 
begun. 





As a man grows older, fie finds 1 more. Of life’s wealth in the com- 
mon pleasures — home, health, children. 
He thinks more about worth of men and less about their wealth. 
He begins to appreciate his own father a little more. 
He boasts less and boosts more. 4. 
He hurries less, and usually makes more progress. : i 
He esteems the friendship of God a little higher. — Roy L. Smith : 





PSALM 119 : 130 


"THE ENTRANCE OF THY WORD GIVETH LIGHT" 
WGGS-TV_ Channel 16 


Inspirational Programs 


Music For A Growing Faith! 


Serving SCG NC. & Ga. 











‘Something Clean In The Air’ 





Roy Drusky Heads New iis 


~ Grand Ole Opry woMlorier and Capitol Records artist Roy 
Drusky announced the opening of an independent record pro- 
duction firm, Strawboss Productions, Inc, at 28 Music 
Square East, Joining Drusky in the operation will be Jim 
Pierce, piano virtuosa, and Col, Dave Mathes, prominent 
producer/engineger, They will serve the new Tennessee, Corp. 
as President, 
ively. 


Drusky stated that “he had seen the need through the years 
for a good, reliabie, first-class recording service in Nash- 
ville, because we*re proud of Nashville, wetre proud of the 
musicians and the type work that comes out of Nashville. 
Strawboss Productions, Inc, igs not another custom record 
firm, We do not manufacture records at all, We are chart- 
ered to produce recording sessions only, and we're licensed 
by the AF of M so that our product can be placed with any 

} major record label, We will use major recording studios and 
j use only the finest union musicians on all of our sessions," 
In addition to production by Drusky, Pierce and Mathes," 
other staff producers will be announced in the near future" 
he said; ?** 


Country Times Now ae 
At: 


TRI-CITY MUSIC, INC, 
1235 *D* AVENUE 
WEST COLUMBIA, S.C, 


2 Great Albums 


NARVEL FELTS, GREATEST HITS VOL, 1 
ABC/Dot DOSD-2036 


Mr, Felts has done it again with another great album, 
This one, you can*t miss in a bright yellow cover 
and don*t want to miss, Songs include; “Drift Away" 
"Before You Have To Go", “I Want To Stay", 
"Fraulein", “Raindrops”, “When Your Good Love Was 
Mine", “Foggy Misty Morning", "Look Homeward 
Angel", "She Loves Me Like A Rock", "(I Can) Wrap 
My Arms Around The World","All In The Name Of 
Love,” 


DELBERT McCLINTON, VICTIM OF LIFE*S CIRCUMSTANCES 
ABC/Dot ABCD-907 


FANTASTIC is the best way to describe this album, All 
selections written by Delbert McClinton, This one is a 
must for all music lovers. Songs include: “Victim Of 
Life*s Circumstances”, "Honky Tonkin (i Guess I Done 
Me Some)","“Two More Bottles Of Wine", “Lesson In The 
Pain Of Love", “Di It*®,"Object Of My Affection", “Ruby 
Louise”, “Real Good Itch","Solid Gold Plated Fool", 
"Morgan City Fool", "Troubled Women,” 


Vice President and Secretary-Treasurer respect- 
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LEFFEL. TO MERCURY'S NATIONAL COUNTRY PROMOTTON 


Chicago, I1l, 


Stan Bly, Vice President/National Promotion for Phonogram, 


Inc. /Mercury Records has announced the appointment of Frank | 


Leffel to the position of Director of National Promotion/ 
Country. 


Leffel, 


He left in 1978 to take over the duties of National Director 
for Granite Records during which time Granite received the 
Billboard award for being the most promotionally aggressive 
new company, | | | 


whose appointment was effective September 8, re-joins’ 
Mercury after eight years with the company in Various positions 
most recently doing promotion in the Southern California area, 


Leffel will be based out of Mercury*s Nashville office working | 


directly with Jerry Kennedy, Vise President'/Country A&R,*** 


Joey Martin 


By Jim Wilson 


With his current Fretone Records single, “Anything To Keep 
From Going Home" 


ville office of Buddy Lee Attractions, Inc, Martin, who is 
managed by David Kirby of Columbia, South Carolina, has 
been * 


on the road" for over ten years, He wrote and performed; 


charting all around the country, Joey Mar- : 
tin has signed an exclusive booking agreement with the Nash- 


t 


to music for the network television special The Iron Horse and 


has made guest appearances on many television shows, 


For information concerning Joey Martin contact: David Kirby, 
Phone (803) 796=% 


P20, BOX Za. 
£850.58? 


Cayce, South Carolina 29033, 


The Joe Harbin 
Guitar Course 


THIS PACKAGE CONTAINS A CASSETTE TAPE, 
PICK AND EVERYTHING NECESSARY 


BOOKS, 
FOR YOU TO LEARN TO PLAY YOUR GUITAR 
WITH PROFESSIONAL GUITARIST AND 
TEACHER JOE HARBIN, 


JOE L. HARBIN 
P.O. Box 3381 
ANDERSON, S.C. 29621 


TELEPHONE--226-6839 
ANDERSON, SOUTH CAROLINA 
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October, Country Music 
Month 


By Howard A, Knight, Jr. 







Nashville,Tn, 


October of every year is COUNTRY MUSIC MONTH 
in the United States of America, Country music 
is America*s own music and radio stations around 
the country have special events and programs to 
celebrate the month, The Country Music Associ- 
ation, WSM and most of the larger record com- 
panies send out special promotion material and 
promos for the stations use. a 


The Grand Ole Opry will celebrate its 50th 
Birthday this month in Nashville, They*1l have 
Old Times Day and a lot of other special shows, 
stars and etc,, to help celebrate this great 
event, 


The Country Music Association Awards and Ban- 
quet will be televised on national (CBS) TV 
October 13 from Opryland, The hosts will be 
Charley Pride and Glen Campbell along with 
numerous other presenters and entertainers, The 
members of CMA vote by secret ballot to select 
the winners of the awards, 


There are golf tournaments, talent buyers sem- 
inars, Songwriters Association Hall of Fame 
Ceremony and Banquet and numerous other events 
held to celebrate Country Music Month including 
the National Country Music DJ Convention, 


HIGH SCHOOL CHEERLEADING CONTEST SET AT CAROWINDS 


There will be a lot of shouting at Carowinds 
park sponsors a high school cheerleading contest, 


General Manager Michael Bartlett said all of the high schools in North . 
and South Carolina have been invited to participate in the first Caro- 
winds Carolinas* Cheerleaders Championship on Saturday, October ll, 


"Besides stimulating school spirit and promoting team participation, * 
Bartlett said,"we will be awarding $700.00 in cash prizes which is 
earmarked for the school activity funds.” 


The first place winner is to receive $250 in cash, a trophy and a work- 
ing scale model of a cannon which may be used at school football games 
The first, second and third runners-up are to receive $200, $150 and © 

$100 respectively, plus trophies, 


Bartlett said senior high school varsity cheerleading squads with five to 
10 individuals may participate, Each team is to perform for a maximum 
of four minutes and will be judged on originality, degree of difficulty, 
precision and unity, appearance, voice projection and clarity and en- 
thusiasm, Bartlett said. 


The competition is to take place in the park*s 7,500-seat Paladium 
amphitheater, starting at 10:30 a.m, that Saturday. Entries must be 
submitted to Carowinds by September 23, Bartlett said,*** 


Charlotte, N.C. 


this month when the theme 
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A paltry find: A small boy found a bright copper cent glistening in the grass. He 
seized it eagerly; it was his, and it had cost him nothing. 
Thereafter, wherever he went, he walked head downward, eyes glued to the ground, 


searching for further treasure. During his lifetime he found 313 pennies, 61 nickles, 22 


The talent agencies and record companies put on 

special shows at the Opry House and various ho- 
tels and the auditorium all during the conven- 

tion to show off their talent, The hold taping 

js session so the DJ*s can get live interviews with 
the various artists to take back and play for 

j their listening audience, The main days of the 

Convention are Wednesday October 15 thru Sat- SSS 

urday October 18, 

The CMA holds a general membership meeting, 

} a luncheon, a big show and along with WSM 

i sponsors the entire event, There's a lot going 

on and we'll have a special report and photos in 

the November issue of Country Times to fill you 

in, It will be an issue you will want several 

copies of to-keep, *** 


Bill Phillips 


By Sybil Poore Nashville, Tn. 
Stopping by the house of Webb Pierce to see the guitar 
shaped pool we were greeted by one of his band members by 
the name of Bill Phillips. Chatting by the pool in the beau- 
tiful yard, we learned Bill also plays with the Kitty Wells- 
Johnny Wright band and has made appearances with all of 
them in our area. 


Bill is a Carolina boy, born January 28, 1938 in Canton, 
North Carolina and played with local groups around Ashe- 
ville until he was 16, He then went to work with the Old 
South Jamboree and made appearances on TV shows. He now 
resides in Nashville with his wife Ann, and two sons, 


Listening to the Grand Ole Opry while growing up encouraged 
him with his songwriting and singing. He has stood on that 
famous stage and performed for some of the thousands of 
people that attend the Opry. His first published song was 
"Falling Back To You” recorded by Webb Pierce in 1958, 


Some of Bill*s biggest songs include"Saw Mill", "Georgia 
Town Blues", *Lyin* Lips*, “All Night Long*, °Outside”, 
"The Blues Are Setting In", and “Little Boy Sad,” 


"Put it off until tomorsow™ was a number one hit-for Bill 
followed by “I*ve Loved You All Over The World? “Four 
Roses" and “There*ll Never Be Anyone Else But You" are 
his latest releases, : | 


“I don*t get a chance to come to your part of the country 
very often, but I*m hoping I*1l get there more often in the 
future, “Bill said. 


‘Country Times thanks you Bill for being so courteous and 
allowing us to share moments of your life with our readers, 
We look forward to seeing you in our part of the country 
and good luck in the future, *** 





dimes, 14 quarters, 7 half dollars and one lonely paper dollar bill — a total of $16.38. 

The money cost him nothing — save that he missed the fiery splendor of 25,550 
sunsets; the glow of millions of stars on innumerable nights; the singing of the birds in 
the trees; the smiles of friends he could have had if he had not passed them by. He 
spent a lifetime missing the handiwork of God. 

How many people do the same? 

How often do men and women become so occupied with the business of living that 
they fail to appreciate the beauty of nature, the love of family, and the companionship of 


— Industrial News Review Digest 


Technology has developed a soda or 

beer can, which, when discarded, will 

last forever — and a $7,000 car which 

if taken care of must be junked in a 
_ few years. 





TOM T. HALL TO APPEAR ON TWO NATIONAL TELEVISION SHOWS 










Country music singer-songwriter Tom T, Hall tapes two na- 
tional television shows this fall, according to Hall*s career 
manager, Bob Neal, who also directs the William Morris 

Agency office in Nashville, 
































Hall*s in Las Vegas taping “Sammy And Friends,“ with 
Sammy Davis, Jr., at Caesar*s Palace, 





He tapes NBC-TV'*s “Midnight Special" in Los Angeles on 
October 20, 


¢ 


Air dates will be announced later, 





The William Morris Agency Television Department in Los 
Angeles coordinated both appearances through the Agency'’s- 
Nashville office, added Neal, *** 





The Seven Commandments 


The director of a Chinese bank in a 
Malayan: state has set down these 
rules for his employees: |) Don’t lie. 
It wastes my time and yours. | am 
sure to catch you in the end. 2) 
Watch your work and not the clock. 
A long day’s work makes a long day 
short, and a short day’s work makes 
my face long. 3) Give me more than 
| expect, and | will pay you more 
than you expect. | can afford to 
increase your pay if you increase my 
profits. 4) Keep out of debt. You owe 
so much to yourself that you cannot 
afford to owe anybody else. 5) 
- Dishonesty is never an accident. 6) 
Mind your own business, and in time 
you will have a business of your own 
to mind. 7) Don’t do anything here 
that hurts your self-respect. The 
employee who is capable of stealing 
for me is capable of stealing from 
me. 
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In Person 


STAR SCHEDULE 
RPI IK KKIKKKKKKKKKK 


Oct. 








3&4-Changing Tide 


10-Ronnie Robbins 


OO 


11-Darline Battles 


17 &18-Mike Twitty 


24 &25-Connie Cato 
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PRODUCTIONS, 


28 MUSIC SQUARE EAST 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 37203 


INDEPENDENT RECORD PRODUCTIONS 
Roy Drusky, President & Executive Producer 


Jim Pierce, Vice-President & Director of Artist Relations 
Col. Dave Mathes, Secretary-Treasurer & Director of Engineering 


615-865-8409 615-834-5600 


STAFF PRODUCERS 
Buddy Emmons-Russ Hicks-Jimmy Crawford 


Send today for a Special Recording 
by Roy Drusky, and our Color Brochure 


Show Time 


Wed. & Fri. Nite 


Sat. Nite 8:00 


Seating 


Capacity 








J&J CENTER 
HWY 441 
ATHENS, GA. 


Jerry Farmer Owner 
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Adults Only 
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8:30 





Large Dance Ares 


lrinks At Reasenable Price 





BLUEGRASS RECORD REVIEWS 


by Kelly Smith 


Country Life: The McLain Family Band 
Country Life Records CLR 4 


Wild Honey/Married Me A Wife/Sweet Rivers of Redeeming 
Love/Blue Licks Breakdown/"retty Flowers/Roses of Old Kentucky 
/Country Life/Straightway To Jesus/Joe Ciark*s Dream/Girl I 
Left’ Fehind Me/Let Time Walk By “And Lose Me/Love, Love 
Love, Love, 


Raymond W, McLain, Banjo, Ruth McLain, Bass; Raymond K, 
McLain, guitar; Alice McLain, Mandolin, 


It is often hard to find words to describe something you enjoy 
very much--words to relate to others your enjoyment without 
seeming overly verbose, Such was the case in trying to com- 
pile a review on this particular album, The McLain Family®s 
enthusiastic singing and playing of Bluegrass Music comes 
through superbly in this recording, The songs, some of which 
were written by other family members and at least one written 
by a stident of Raymond K*s at Berea College are an interrest- 
ing blend of Bluegrass, Old Folk, Country, and Gospel, Even 
so, the picking remains Bluegrass, 


Bluegrass Autumn With The Shenandoah Cut-Ups 
Revonah Records 904 ? 


Never Ending Love For You/Are You Missing Me/Banjolina/Pain 
In My Heart/Bluegrass Minor/Eat At The Welcome Table/Love 
Sick And Sorrow/Tinker Creek/Brown Eyed Darlin*/That*s How 
I Can Count On You/The Dying Soldier/I Just Steal Away And 
Pray. 


Tater Tate, Fiddle; Billy Edwards, Banjo; Hershel Sizemore, 
Mandolin; John Palmer, Bass, 


This is good solid Bluegrass Music--with some outstanding man- 
dolin and banjo work, Hershel Sizemore’s style of mandolin 
playing is such a pleasure to hear, His rendition of "Bluegrass 
Minor" and his back-up on other songs adds considerably to the 
listening enjoyment of this album, If you are a“banjo person” 
you will undoubtedly enjoy Billy Edwards as he picks “Banjolina 
and “Ticker Creek” The fiddle and bass work of Tater Tate and 
John Palmer, needless to say, is great, *** 
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Dave Crate 








by peggy gunnells 


Our featured member of The Carolina Country Show for this 
month is no stranger because he is Dave Craig, the execu- 
tive producer and Master of Ceremonies of the syndicated 
TV show, 


Dave is the son of Mrs. Georgia Craig Floyd and the late Mr. 
Craig. He was born on May 29, 1936, in Greenville, South 
Carolina, and is still a resident of the Greenville area, along 
with his wife, Estelle, and their two children Monty, age six 
and Michele, age four, 


Craig spent four years in the U.S, Navy. While in the Navy, 
he did a tour of the Far East and Japan, In California, Dave 
met Johnny Byner, Together, they started doing night club 
comedy. They struck out to the Catskills to do their act, 


Following his split-up with John, Dave became a rock-jock 
on radio and then later joined WSPA-TV doing news and 

weather, 
including the very successful, "Carolina Country Music Show,” 


Dave is now owner of Carolina Country. Groups and individuals 


have come from all over several states to seek his advise and 
council, 


He has also taught broadcasting in the Tri-County Tech in 
Pendleton; South Carolina, and has a reputation for honesty 
and integrity among all who have dealt with him, 


If Dave can ever get an extra minute aside from his promotion 
‘of all types of music shows, his working with the Country 
Masters, and being a part time D,J. at WESC radio in 
Greenville, you will find him on the golf course, because 

this is his favorite sport. Craig says his schedule is pretty 
hectic, hut it*s the life he enjoys most. 


BDave gives the Blue Ridge Quartet, Peter Falk, and Johnny 
Byder credit for being most instrumental in his career, 


Sometime in December, Dave will be featured in a motion 
picture, “The Farmer", which stars Gary Conway, Although 
Craig doesn*t think of himself primarily as a performer, it 
is something he really loves to do. What he enjoys more is 
producing and promoting shows, 


Dave and the Country Masters personal appearance schedule 
for Oct is; 

Oct 4-Pickens High School, 
Oct, 25-Union High School, 


Pickens, S$,C,--8:00 PM 
Union, S,C,-=--8:00 PM 


Anyone interested in joining the Carolina Country Fan Club send 


$2.00 to Miss Peggy Gunnells, 1615 Woodlawn Ave., Shelby, 
North Carolina 28150 for a full years* membership. *** 





He then moved into hosting several television shows, 


Executive Producer of Carolina Country 





HANK BEACH 


by peggy gunnells 


A couple of months ago, The Country Masters had the plea- 
sure of appearing on stage at Crossroads Music Park and 
doing the backup work for MGM recording star, Hank Beach, 


- 


Hank was born on August 30, 1935, in a place called Rabbit 
Hill, Kentucky, which is close to Bowling Green, Hank is 
not the first country music star to come out of Kentucky 
and not the first Hank to record for MGM (Hank Williams), 
but the similarity doesn*t just stop there, Hank Beach got | 
into the country music business by writing a song that Lo- 
retta Lynn recorded, “Journey To The End Of The World" 
and he possesses the same unique qualities of writing and 
singing as the great Hank Williams had, 


Oe 
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Beach learned to pick and grin at the early age of eight, He 
plays the guitar, bass steel, some fiddle and mandolin, Al- 
though he only lived an hours® drive from Nashville, he li- 
terally traveled around the world before trying his luck in j; 
Nashville, He sang in hundreds of honky tonks and several | 
years he served with Uncle Sam that took him completely 
around the world several times, It proably was this exper- 
iance in life that brought Hank to putting down this thoughts { 
in lyrics on cafe napkins or in a ten cent notebook--this 
eventually brought him to Nashville as a writer, In doing 
this, he wrote and sang his songs for demonstration sessions 
for Nashville® s leading publishers, It wasn*t long before | 
people were asking who the singer of the songs were and not 
too long before Hank Beach found himself with an MGM con- 
tract and his first self penned success,"Your Warm Love", 
coming off the press, 


His latest record is “Run Right Back," Hank has a very easy 
going grin, a good humor, and yet can be very sincere, 


Hank gives credit to Loretta Lynn, Norro Wilson, Dick 
Glasser, and his financee, Edna Simpkins for being most 
instrumental in his career and his one and ag idol in 
country music is Hank Williams, Sr, 


Hank told me that he had never wor'ed with a more versatile 
group of musicians than The Country Masters and that he is 
looking forward to being on the same stage with them again 
in the very near future, 


After meeting Hank Beach and aearing his sincerety in his 
voice and songs, I think that you will agree with me that 
country music is ready for another Hank, *** 
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| Want To Be A CM Star, | Think?? 


By Howard A, Knight, Jr, Nashville, Tn, 

Do you really want to be a Country Music Star? Do you know 
what it*s really like to be a big,successful entertainer? When 
you have made it big in the entertainment business, your 


life doesn*t belong to you any longer, It belongs to your fans. 


They are the ones that buy your records, go see your shows 
and support you and made you what you are. You owe them 
everything and you belong entirely and completely to them, 


That*s the way some of the stars feel and then there are those 
who won’t take time for an interview, won*t sign autographs 
and want to be just left alone, These are the ones who don't 
feel as though you, the fan, had anything to do with making 


them what they are, These are the ones who are so wrapped upy 


in themselves and conceited that they think they made it all 
by themselves and didn*t need those fans, fan clubs and DJ*s 
to help them on their way to success, 


There*s untold hardships and travel involved when you'tve 
made it in the entertainment business, Every night in a 
different town playing in a different club or auditorium to 
different people, You have your own little group with you, 
if you*re lucky, otherwise you*re out these by yourself and 
after the show when you go to that lonely motel room and 
think about your-family and friends hundreds or thousands of 
miles away, it*s rough, 


But, think about it, you*re a star, Everybody knows your name 


what you look like, what you like or dislike and all those 
other facts and information that can be dug up about you. 
Most people in the entertainment business will agree it's 
worth all the problems, hardships etc., because they are do- 
ing their thing, what they enjoy and want to do, entertain 
people and make them happy. 


Some do it for the money and keep raising their prices so 
that the average fan never get to see them perform live, 
Why? Well, they cost so much they can only play the larger 
auditoriums or coliseums and the tickets cost so much that 
John Q, Public just can*t afford to take his family to the 
show. 
These*s a lot to think about before you decide you want to 
“be a CM star, There*s also a lot that YOU, as a country 
Music fan, should think about. What type of star are you. 
supporting? Is he or she receptive to fans, does he or she 
charge so much you never get to see them live, does he or 
she appreciate you and the thousands like you? Think about 
it, Let*s support those who are most appreciative of their 
fans, for without them, they wouldn't have made it to the 
top. The fans call the DJ*s and get their reords played, buy 
them and pay the entertainer, *** 


Schedule For 


SHOAL CREEK COUNTRY 
MUSIC PARK 


Lavonia, Ga. (Take,Whitworth Exit off 1-85) 


ct. 
11--Barbara Mandrell 
24,25&26 


THE GEORGIA INDIAN SUMMER BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 
: & FIDDLER'S CONVENT ION 


RAIN OR SHINE-AUDITORIUM ON GROUNDS 


FREE CAMPING IN THE ROUGH NO ALCOHOL IN CONCERT AREA 


Clogging contest Saturday 


Information, tickets, contestants: 


Write Roy Martin, 105 Lakeview Dr. Chester, S.C. 
220 16.6 
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Jim Brock 


| By Kenneth W. Smith 

" Jim Brock started his musical career in 1949 on radio station 
§ WVOK in Birmingham, Alabama, He later came to radio 

, stationWRAG in Carrollton, Alabama with Carl Sauceman and 
i) The Green Valley Boys, They played TV shows on WTOK-TV 


~H in Meridian, Mississippi and WCBI-TV in Columbus, Mississ- 


4 ippi as well as two daily radio programs on WRAG for 12 years 


} In 1964, Jim moved to Prattville, Alabama where he went to 

# work as a fiddler with Jim and Jesse and The Virginia Boys. 

@ This fine group played radio and television programs thrbdugh- 
f out Alabama, Florida, and Georgia. The famous Jim and Jesse 
and The Virginia Boys later moved to Nashville, Tennessee 
in 1965 where they became regular members of the Grand Ole 
Ope¢y. Jim Brock has played the fiddle on six albums and a 
number of singles with the Jim and Jesse group. He has also 
made recordings with Carl Jackson, Carl Sauceman, and James 
Monroe, Recently, he worked for approximately one year with| 
f -James Monroe and The Midnight Ramblers as a full time mem-| 
# ber of this.creat group, At present, he is free lancing, works: 
ing bluegrass festivals, and doing recording sessions, | 





f} Recently, Jim entered into an agreement with Carl Story to 
appear on his upcoming recyis for the API label, 


Jim will be at the Indian Bluegrass Festival, in Lavonia, 

4} Georgia, for all three days working with Joe Stuart, Red 

f{ Rector, and Rual Yarbrough, the well known five string banjo 
® player. Be sure and purchase a copy of Jim*s good fiddle al- 
4 bum “Sawdust" on the API label. If you don't stop and chat 
with Jim Brock during the Lavonia festival, you will miss out 
on getting to know one o* the nicest fellows I have ever met 
in bluegrass music, *** 


| New Single _ by John Riggs 
THE 
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Have You Subscribed To 
~ Count ry Times? 

Read About Your Favorite 
Stars Only $3.95per year 


Send your order today 
to; 

Country Times 

P.O. Box-710H 
Greenville, Sc. 
29606 
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age alt Pipl gee Southern Battery 


Greer, S.C. 
859-0314 egies 


1(803) 877-6694 






OPEN | 
WED, 2PM-UNTIL WHOLESALE--RETAIL BATTERY DISTRIBUTORS 






FRI, 2PM-UNTIL NEW & RECONDITIONED BATTERIES 
SAT. 12 nonn-UNTIL | | ) 


NOW SERVING THE GREER, S.C, AREA WITH - 
Gas-Oil &ice 


BATTERY TOOLS AND SERVICEING EQUIPMENT 
BATTERY CHARGERS 
CABLES--CABLE ENDS 


NO-CO NON-CORROSIVE PRODUCTS 
(cleaners-post spray treatment kits-tools) 


Cig. 3packs for $100 





— 


DISCOUNT PRICES ON MOTORCYCLE BATTERIES 





trap guns 
shotshells 3 


shooting BATTERY COMPANY 
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LAUGHIN HFA STO 


ith the boys one evening and before he realized it 
had dawned. He hesitated to call home but finally 


RM! 





Home free: John was out w 
the morning of the next day 
hit upon on idea. 


He rang his house. When his wife answered the phone he shouted, “Don’t | 
pay the ransom, honey, I escaped!” — i. 


“Oh Gosh! | meant to tell him the second 
door on the left! 





made it from a recipe | saw in “Herman, I’m ready to forget 
an old Murder Mystery 


: 7 our little argument if you are.” 
Magazine!” | : 
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